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PAST  & P RESENT 

K INETIC : A S OLO  EXHIBIT  OF PAINTINGS  BY  A VERY  SKAGGS   
Avery Skaggs's work is about capturing the expression of his movement through 
different art mediums.  His solo painting exhibit, titled Kinetic, will be on display 
at the Museum in the Murray Gallery during the month of February 2016.  
Skaggs, a REACH client who works through the Canvas Art Studio and Gallery, 
experiences cerebral palsy and is quadriplegic. He is supported in his art making 
by the staff  there who provide the materials and tools to facilitate his process.  
The goal of Averyõs support team is to ensure that the final pieces capture the 
exuberance and immediacy of his mark making. 

Avery was born and raised in Juneau and began exploring paint as soon as he 
could sit upright, an undertaking he has continued throughout his life.  Since 
joining the Canvas in 2009, he has explored many mediums, including paint, 
glass, monoprints, and ceramics.  His style has evolved and become more 
dynamic as the staff have learned how best to capture his movement.  Avery has 
shown work many times in a gallery setting.  Not only has he had a solo show at 
the Canvas, Synergy in 2010, but he has shown at many Canvas group shows as 
well.  Most notably, Avery showed two of his ceramic platters in a REACH 
Artist group show at the Alaska State Museum from May through October of 
2013 and had a solo show of his acrylic paintings, Synergy II, in December 2014 
at the Juneau Arts and Culture Center. 

The work on display in the Museum exhibit is an exploration of Averyõs mark 
making.  The intent is to capture his kinetic movement and his physical 
expression through mediums both subtle and bold.  Each piece engages Averyõs 

energy which is at times close and contained to small hand gestures and at other times broad and reaching, sweeping across the 
canvas.  The final outcome is a representation of Averyõs physical presence as captured over the course of days and months of work 
on each piece.  

The opening reception for Kinetic will be on Friday, February 5th from 4:30-7:00pm. The exhibit will be on view through 
Saturday, February 27, 2016.  Avery and his support team will do an talk on the topic of his art making and life as an exhibiting 
artist on Saturday, February 20th, 10:30 am to noon. 

A painting by Avery Skaggs, to be included in his upcoming 
exhibit, Kinetic. 

I NTRODUCING  òDIGITAL  B ETTYó 
The City Museum is pleased to announce that òDigital Bettyó now lives on our website. 
òDigital Bettyó consists of the six volumes of vital records compiled by local genealogist and 
former Museum volunteer, Betty Miller. Betty is a born and raised Juneauite.  She graduated 
from Juneau High School in 1955 and worked for the U.S. Forest Service until retiring in 
the 1970s. After researching her own family, Betty spent fifteen years combing through 
newspapers, mainly the Alaska Daily Empire, to make these lists of birth, death, marriage, 
divorce, anniversary, and christening announcements. The vital records date between 1898 
and 1936.  

These records have long been available as paper volumes; we have copies here at the City 
Museum. Now Betty, with special thanks to Mike Blackwell, has taken those paper records 
and turned them into searchable PDF documents. òDigital Bettyó is an exciting addition to 
the research resources available on the City Museumõs website. Check them out here: 
www.juneau.org/library/museum/bettyhome.php. 

School Portrait of Betty (West) Miller, 
photograph taken by Joseph Alexander. 
Transferred from the ASHL, JDCM 
2013.10.00084B. 
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Goldbelt Heritage Foundation recently received a $1.15 
million, three-year award from the Department of Health and 
Human Services, Administration for Native Americans, Social & 
Economic Development Strategies (SEDS) for a project titled A 
Gaawooya Yei Shtoosneixhji, A Time for Healing.  This project 
commemorates and honors the precious souls in the Douglas 
Indian Cemetery, paved over or relocated in 1956, and the 
inhabitants of the Douglas Indian Village who were removed in 
1962.  In collaboration with partners, including the Juneau-
Douglas City Museum, educational material about the language 
and culture of the village inhabitants who were displaced is 
under development. 

The project will work with an elders panel and master carver to 
design and complete two memorial totem poles, one to be 
located at Savikko Park and the other to be installed at 
Gastineau Elementary School. An educational history project, 
the poles will be carved at Juneau School District facilities to 
introduce youth to master carvers and their apprentices, 
northwest coast art and local history. Interpretive signs 
explaining the history of the displacement and covering over of 
the Douglas Indian Cemetery to build Douglas Highway and 
Gastineau School, and the removal of the Douglas Indian Village 
to make way for Savikko Park and 
Pusich Harbor will be placed at 

Partnering with Goldbelt Heritage on a Douglas History Project 

The 40õ Wooshkeetaan Totem Pole, which has been standing proudly outside Centennial Hall for 
the past 32 years, has been in the City Museumõs collection since 1981. In September 2015, 
thanks to a Collections Management Grant from Museums Alaska, we were able to bring master 
carver Steve Brown to Juneau to assess the condition of the pole and provide recommendations on 
its care.  

Nathan Jackson (Klukwan) assisted by Brown with painting by Dorica Jackson won a commission 
from the Juneau Centennial Committee in 1981 to carve two totem poles to celebrate Juneauõs 
100 year anniversary. Painted in traditional colors of black, red and blue-green, the Wooskeetaan 
pole commemorates the (shark) Eagle Clan, members of the Aakõw Tribe, Juneau's original 
inhabitants. Ten figures represent elements of the clanõs history. It was erected in 1983 outside 
Centennial Hall, on the waterfront in downtown Juneau. Its companion, the Auk Pole (JDCM 
81.01.033) commemorating the Raven Clan of the Aakõw Tribe, was also erected outside 
Centennial Hall in 1983 but has since been moved inside the Juneau-Douglas High School atrium.  

During his visit, Brown examined the front and back of the pole from top to bottom and 
concluded that it is suffering from severe erosion, the growth of moss and lichen, and paint flaking 
as a result of 30+ years of exposure to the elements. Brown stated, òRemoval of the pole from its 
current location may be the best long-term option for its survival.ó Based on his 
recommendations, the pole has been taken down and is being stored inside to dry, be cleaned and 
treated, and will remain there until a suitable indoor home is found. The Wooshkeetaan Pole is a 
beloved community landmark and we all will miss seeing it outside Centennial Hall.  

Brown also examined the Museumõs early-1900s 16õ Tlingit Dugout Canoe made of spruce 
(JDCM 94.46.001) to assess its condition and stability in regards to changing the mounting 
position. Brownõs assessment indicated that òthe spruce wood of which the hull is carved has 
sufficient structural integrity to support the weight and three-dimensional form of the hull in 
either orientation, upside or down.ó  This January we will reposition the canoe in the General 

History Gallery so that viewers can walk directly underneath it and be able to see its interior structure.  

Along with remounting the canoe, the Museum will 
hang the Rie Munoz painting Chilkat Dancers in the 
General History Gallery. The painting, completed in 
1962, measures over 20 feet long and 5 feet in height, 
spanning three-fourths of the gallery wall. The painting 
hung in the Juneau Airport for 25 years and since its 
removal in May 2014  has been cleaned by a painting 
conservator and been in storage. We are so pleased to be putting 
this significant painting from Rieõs early career back out on view.  

Chilkat Dancers, 1962, oil on canvas, by Rie Munoz. Donated by the Juneau 
Rotary Club, JDCM 85.13.001. 

Top figure, Uncle Sam, of the 
Wooshkeetaan Totem Pole, 1981, 
cedar, by Nathan Jackson and Steve 
Brown. Museum Purchase, JDCM 
81.01.027. 

Totem and Canoe Assessment  

Reporting on recent Grant -Funded activities  

Story continued on next pageĄ 
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Douglas Native Village & Railroad to Treadwell, 1900, JDCM 86.13.003. 

A Rocks and Minerals Exhibit to be Installed 
The Museum was recently awarded an Alaska State Museum Grant-In-Aid to 
assist with the design and production of a Rocks and Minerals Identification 
exhibit to be installed in our hands-on room.  By enhancing and completing 
the mining room exhibit, we will be able to present our unique history as 
one of the largest gold production centers of its time as well as tell the story 
of current mining operations and the geology of our area.   

Our Hands-On Mining Room has a box with comment cards for visitors to 
leave feedback.  We have learned that people find the room fun, full of 
facts, easy to learn in and enjoy that everything can be touched. The room is 
designed to introduce mining concepts employed in Juneauõs past and 
present.  Introducing a 
rock and mineral 
identification exhibit to 

this room will help us interpret geologic time within the City and Borough of 
Juneau, encourage hands-on exploration of Juneau area minerals in raw form, 
and educate visitors about past and present mining activities and history in our 
area.  

Working with local geologists we have chosen ten rocks containing metals and 
minerals significant to our region: diorite, schist, slate, greywacke, basalt, 
quartz, gold, granite, silver and lead.  For each cube in the display there will be a 
specimen to be touched, Juneau mining history of the specimen, physical 
characteristics, and modern day uses. For example, did you know that the 
Tlingit word for granite is xéel, and granite resists weathering and can be highly 
polished? 

This grant will also help fund the development of rocks and minerals 
identification hands-on history kits as a companion to this exhibit. A goal of our 
Museum is that Juneau history travels to the schools, and the schools travel to 
the Museum.  Our Curator of Public Programs is working to align these kits 
with the districtõs core content standards for students. Lesson themes and 
activities will complement our rock and mineral identification interactive and 
may include topics such as: rock hounding, classification, local geologic history, 
ancient and modern uses, and mining technology and careers throughout history.  

The Museum is scheduled to install this exhibit in our hands-on gallery in April 
with history kits to follow. 

Ore sample from the Mexican Mine, Treadwell,  
JDCM 2000.26.002 . 

Mock up of the Rocks & Minerals Identification exhibit. 

Savikko Park and the Gastineau School site.    

The City Museum will produce an exhibit about the project and 
the raising of the poles in 2017, and will upgrade permanent 
gallery space to appropriately tell the story of the Áak'w and 
Tõaakú Kwáan. 

A Gaawooya Yei Shtoosneixhji, A Time for Healing culminates with a 
community-wide Koo.eex (celebration) in 2018. Goldbelt 
Heritage Foundation is the language, arts and cultural division of 
Goldbelt, an Alaska Native corporation based in Juneau, Alaska. 
For more information about this project contact 
richard.steele@goldbelt.com or Jane.Lindsey@juneau.org. 

Douglas History Project continued from previous page:  


