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Thanks to the continued
support of local organizations
& individuals, admission to
the Juneau-Douglas City
Museum is free through April
30, 2012. Winter hours are
Tuesday through Saturday
10am to 4pm.
Thank you to the following
Free Winter Admission
sponsors:
January
In Memory of
Harold O. Fossum
February
In Memory of
Harold O. Fossum
March
Michelle and Robert Storer
April
Michelle and Robert Storer
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Skains is highly influenced
by “complicated shapes and
bright, strong colors”.
The exhibit features
Southeast
Alaska
landscapes with eyecatching compositions. “It
is art created from my
experiences, memories and
feelings of this place.”
Skains hopes viewers will
be intrigued by the realistic
look of her work from afar
that become more abstract
as the view moves closer.
An opening reception will
be
held on Friday, February
Above: South Seward Serenade, oil on canvas by Dan DeRoux.
3rd
from 4:30-7:30pm. The
JDCM2010.07.001. Below right: Starr Hill, watercolor by Rie
Munoz. JDCM2010.46.001
exhibit runs through February 25, 2012.
Rasmuson Retrospective Brandon Hauser, Barbara
In March, the Juneauis on display now through Craver, and Ella JohnsonDouglas
City Museum will
January 28, 2012. The Bentley.
host the eighth annual
exhibit features works by
In February, Solitude & 12x12 Community Art
local artists purchased Place will open with work
Installation. This year’s
through the Rasmuson by solo artist Dorinda
theme is “texture”.
Foundation’s Art Acquisi- Skains.
Skains uses a
“The goal of this exhibit
tion Initiative. Since 2003 mixed-media approach
is
to encourage all levels of
the Museum has acquired with a combination of
74 works of art by 31 dif- traditional and non- creativity to focus on two
parameters: a fixed two diferent Juneau artists. traditional techniques.
Artwork on exhibit include “I begin with a traditional me ns i onal or t hr eework by Rie Munoz, painting, photograph, col- dimensional size, and a
Devita Stipek Writer, Jack lage or drawing. The work theme - texture,” says
Hermle, Rachel Juzeler, is then altered by painting Continued on pg. 2.
Charity Green, Dan digitally, multiplying and
DeRoux, David Woodie, exaggerating the shapes
Salty Hanes, Marilyn and colors… until a
Holmes, Rick Clair, Kay balance and a mood are
Field Parker, Mark achieved… that match my
Daughhetee, Michael and memory and feelings of a
Richard Beasley, David
particular place and time.”
Walker, Mary Ellen Frank,
As a former architect,
Anna Brown Ehlers,
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Exhibits continued from pg. 1

!
!
&

"

The Art of Book Illustration
with Jim Fowler
Saturday, January 21 st ,
10:30am
Well known book
illustrator and Rasmuson
grant recipient, Jim Fowler
has worked on thirteen
children’s books. During his
presentation he will discuss
the art of book illustration
and share examples of his
work. Fowler will be
available to sign copies of
Benny's Flag and Patsy Ann
of Alaska following the
program. Both books are
available in the Museum Gift
Shop.
Natural and Cultural
History of Juneau's Dairy
District: the Past in Pictures
with Richard Carstensen
Saturday, February 4th,
10:30am
Drawing from Discovery
Southeast's spatial database
of historical images and
maps, naturalist Richard
Carstensen will describe 120
years of successional and
developmental changes to the
area now known as the
Mendenhall Wetlands State
Game Refuge.
Coffee for the series is
generously provided by
Heritage Coffee Company.

Director, Jane Lindsey.
“Each year we are amazed
and charmed by the
creative expression that
comes in the door. The
12x12 is a community allcall about possibilities and
we are always delighted by
the response.”
Each entry must contain
texture, but how texture is
interpreted is up to the artist. Entries must be 12” x
12” (x 12” if 3-D) and be
re ady to hang. A
completed entry form and
a registration fee of $12.12
must accompany each submission. Entries may be
dropped off at the City
Museum
Thursday,
February 23rd through
Saturday, February 25th
between 10:00am and
4:00pm.
The 12x12 Community
Art Installation will be on
display March 3rd-31st with
an opening reception courtesy of the Friends of the
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Above: Little Isle by February solo artist Dorinda Skains.

Juneau-Douglas City Museum on Friday, March 3rd
from 4:30-7:30 pm.
Registration forms are
available at the Museum
front desk and on-line at:
http://www.juneau.org/park
rec/museum/publicprograms.php

&

12x12 Touch of Texture:
The City Museum is
offering a class for youth
ages 8-16 in conjunction
with the upcoming 12x12
Community
Art
Installation. Young artists
will learn how to use
everyday materials to
create one-of-a kind pieces.
Participants
are
encouraged to bring
photographs or other
materials to add to their
artwork. Completed pieces
will be included in the
12x12 exhibit in March.
The class will be held on
Saturday, February 18 from

For more information on the
12x12 exhibit, contact Alysia at 586-3572 or by e-mail
at:
Alysia_Jones
@ci.juneau.ak.us.
For more information regarding upcoming exhibits
p l e a s e
v i s i t

!
2:00-4:00pm at the City
Museum. Cost is $25.67
for youth 8-12 & $29.87
for ages 13-16.
Cost
includes the exhibit entry
fee. Pre-registration and
pre-payment are required.
Registration forms can be
found at online at:
www.juneau.org/parkrec/
museum/classes.
Juneau Explorers:
Youth ages 8-11 are
invited to join the City
Museum for our annual
Juneau-Explorers Spring
Break program March 1923, from 12:30-4:30pm

Explorers examining a mossy log
with log with Discovery Southeast
naturalist Kevin O’Malley.

daily. Participants
explore Juneau’s
history, art, culture
environment during
half-day program.
Details in February!
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The Juneau-Douglas City
Museum
recently
submitted a 2012 National
Endowme nt for the
Humanities Preservation
grant in the amount of
$300,000 for a total project
cost of $600,000, to install
a displacement ventilation
system. The system would
include electric steam
generators and electric
resistance-heat baseboards
to mitigate a heating,
venting, and air cooling
crisis in our historic
building.
The Juneau-Douglas City
Museum, which houses and
exhibits our history and art
collection, is located in a
building with significant
historic importance in
Alaska, and Juneau. In
1946, funds were raised to
construct this building
which was almost
exclusively funded by
individual donations. The
Juneau Memorial Library
was dedicated in 1951 to
Veterans of Foreign Wars
as the first library in Alaska
built with public funds.
When Alaska achieved
statehood in 1959, this
building was chosen as the
official site of the
statehood ceremony and
initial raising of the 49-star
flag on July 4. In 2006, the
building was listed on the
National Register of
Historic Places for this
statehood significance.
In 1989, the Library
moved to a new location
and the building was turned
over to the Museum. Since
construction in 1951, there
have been no significant
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Seasonal Temperature and Relative Humidity (RH) Fluctuation at JDCM from July 2003 to January 2010.

changes to the facility’s
heating, venting and air
cooling. For the past two
decades, environmental
data collected within the
facility point to two major
deficiencies in our Museum
environment.
In the
winter , humidity is too dry;
in the summer, primarily in
the exhibit galleries,
temperatures are too warm.
Additionall y, war me r
summers coupled with
Juneau’s typical rainfall are
producing high levels of
humidity.
Many factors contribute
to the difficulty of
controlling
daily
fluctuations in temperature
and relative humidity
within our building.
However, during winter
months we are able to
control the
temperature
through the facility’s 15
separate thermostats to
bring the temperature up or
down in various areas
throughout the building.

Although not efficient, it
can be effective as our data
i ndi c a t e s t ha t da i l y
temperature
fluctuations
can be as small as three
degrees.
Humidity control is
also difficult.
With no
means for controlling
humidity, we have no
equipment for
putting
moisture into the air. Each
year
around
midNovember, the relative
humidity drops to about
20%, where it hovers until
April. In summer months,
temperature and humidity
problems compound
themselves. With minimal
temperature control within
the facility and our location
in a temperate rainforest,
we record as much as a ten
degree climb in the galleries
through the course of open
hours.
With readings of
75-80 degrees and humidity
over 50%, these conditions
are damaging to our
collections.

The Museum’s number
one institutional priority is
to correct building
overheating due to lack of
ventilation and humidity
controls within our
facility. We are pursuing
funding for a solution that
will stabilize temperature
and humidity; maintain the
building’s national register
integrity and the site it
occupies; use energy
efficiency and economy in
our rural setting; and
maximize adaptive re-use
of this historic building
that is now a thriving,
working museum.
For more information on
ongoing facility upgrades
and projects at the JuneauDouglas City Museum
contact Director, Jane
Lindsey at 586-3572 or
by
email
at:
Jane_Lindsey@ci.juneau.
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The Friends of the JuneauDouglas City Museum is
settling into its role as a
supportive arm of the City
Museum. A successful
charter membership
campaign yielded 82 charter
members and supporters who
donated at levels of $250 and
above.
The Friends
commissioned local artist
Rachael Juzeler to design
and install a unique donor
wall now located in Museum
entry way to recognize this
support. This support is not
only financial, but also a
blessing from the community
on our new journey as a
non-profit.
In addition to our charter
members, many more have
become Friends at various
membership levels. We
surpassed our goal of 100
new members in our first
year with a total of 131
members.
We
are
encouraged that next year we
will continue to grow the
membership and settle in at
about 200-250 members
annually.
On October 10, 2011 we
held our first annual
membership meeting to vote
in our new board: Jim
Geraghty (President), Mike
Blackwell (Vice President),
Don Harris (Secretary), and
Kathryn Cohen (Treasurer).
As we work toward yearly
goals and an annual budget
for the group, the Friends are
already providing an
important function by
donating refreshments for
our exhibit openings, special
events, and providing coffee
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Friends of the Juneau-Douglas City Museum Donor Wall designed,
produced and installed by local artist Rachael Juzeler.

and tea to our volunteers.
This may seem like a small
thing but it is support that is
needed and truly appreciated
by the community and our
volunteers. The group is also
donating $600 towards the
purchase of an oil on
masonite painting by Ted
Lambert of Auke Bay in 1936
that the Museum is
purchasing for acquisition
into its permanent collection.
(See article on pg. 6 for more
information.)
There is no shortage of
ways to help the Friends
group grow.
With the
generous donation by Kelly J.
Gagnon in remembrance of
her late husband Paul L.
Gagnon, the Friends started
an endowment fund through
the Juneau Community
Foundation. This fund has
been set-up to grow until it
reaches $100,000 at which
time we will begin using
4-5% interest for special
M us e u m pr oj e ct s and
programs.
In the coming year, the
Friends and the Museum will
work together on long range
and strategic planning so that

we can best support important Juneau history and art
a cquisi tions; upgra de
exhibit display cases; fund
more collection displays
and exhibits; support public
receptions; support and
promote community
programs and history
lectures; and continue to
grow
the
Friends
membership.
Find the Friends on the
museum website at
www.juneau.org/parkrec/
museum and on Facebook.

As incorporators of the Friends,
Mike Blackwell, Marie Darlin,
and Jim Geraghty received a
Contributions to Alaska History
Award from the Alaska Historical
Society this past fall.

The Juneau History
Grant provides individuals
or groups to pursue local
history projects. Grants
can be used to assist with
projects that further
research,
enhance
documentation and
preservation, or increase
accessibility to the history
of the Juneau-Douglas
area. Projects have ranged
from trail guides and
books to films and
presentations.
The 1980 Juneau
Centennial Committee
established an endowment
to help fund Juneaurelated projects. The City
Museum took over the
endowment in 1991 and
have awarded grants since
1992.
Applicants may apply for
up to $1,000 for their
project. Application forms
for the 2012/2013 Juneau
History Grant are
available online and at the
Museum front desk.
Applications must be
postmarked or handdelivered to the Museum
by 4pm on Monday, June
11, 2012. All applicants
will be notified by
Monday, July 16th of
acceptance or rejection.
For more information or
to view a complete listing
of past projects visit:
www.juneau.org/parkrec/
museum/grant.php or call
586-3572.
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Volunteers Carol Scafturon and Marie Darlin pause for a photograph
while greeting visitors. Photo taken by Museum staff.
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While we long for the
season of bustling sidewalks and more hours of
daylight,
our
JuneauDouglas City Museum
volunteers are still hard at
work at the Museum'
s front
desk full of interesting
information and ready with
a warm smile.
This quarter the City
Museum would like to
recognize Carol Scafturon
for our Volunteer on View.
Carol volunteers on Friday
afternoons after a long
week working at a local
dentist’s office. Carol also
helps out every First Friday

;

A handmade journal by Sherri
McDonald, our featured artist in
the Museum Gift Shop this month.

As a source for local
jewelry, art, and gifts, the
Juneau-Douglas City
Museum Gift Shop prides
itself, in keeping it’s
inventory stocked with

-

unique items for any
occasion. This past
holiday season, the
Museum Gift Shop
featured an array of
antique items
during the Fall Vintage
Sale, which opened
in
November.
Framed prints of old
Alaska Sportsman
Magazine ads and
covers, political buttons, vintage toys,
and Museum exhibit
labels were just a
few of the items on sale during the month.
In December, we featured
handmade felted ornaments
by the very talented fiber
artist Sara Lee. Humpback
whales, Snowy Owls,
Magpies, Chickadees, and
Sea Anemones along with
felted handbags were available for purchase.
Lee'
s

for our opening receptions.
Greeting many guests by
name with a great smile and
genuine enthusiasm, Carol
exudes kindness and a
deep knowledge of the
Juneau community and its
history. The Museum is so
lucky to have gracious and
hardworking volunteers like
Carol on our JDCM roster.
Thank you Carol!
If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer,
contact Amanda at
Amanda_Chisholm@ci.jue
nau.ak.us or 907-586-0967
for more information.

:

background in biology
including an extensive
knowledge of regional
flora and fauna are readily
apparent in her creations.
The Museum Gift Shop
also carries books by local
authors such as Half Ton
of Trouble by James Kohn
and Patsy Ann of Alaska
by Tricia Brown,
illustrated by Jim Fowler.
UAS Ceramics featuring
bowls, cups, plates, and
vessels thrown by local
potters Bonilyn Parker,
Andrew Heist, and UAS
Professor Jeremy Kane.
are available at a 20% discount. The Gift Shop also
carries a new selection of
handmade, fired and
painted porcelain earrings
by Allison Tazlina Mapes.
In January, the City
Museum’s Gift Shop
Showcases continue with

BOUND: New Bindings by
Sherri McDonald.
McDonald has been
binding books and creating
paper since 1993. For this
showcase, she will have an
array of handsewn, archival quality journals and
scrapbooks. All items will
be available for purchase
in the gift shop during the
month of January.
If you are looking for
affordable and unique
gifts, books, or keepsakes
that are apart of our Juneau
community and its history,
look no further than the
Juneau-Douglas City
Museum Gift Shop.
For more information
contact Amanda at:
Amanda_Chisholm@ci.ju
neau.ak.us or call 5863572.
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Meheren Cabin, Auke Bay by Ted Lambert.

In January, the Museum
will complete acquisition of a
painting by well known
Alaskan artist Theodore R.
Lambert. Though regarded as
one of Alaska’s premier
painters, Ted Lambert is not
well known in Southeast
Alaska, largely because he
spent nearly all his artistic
career in the interior.

He first arrived in Alaska
at Cordova in 1926. Over
the years he painted in
M c Ca r t h y, K e nn i c ot t ,
Dawson, Gakona, Eagle,
Bethel, and spent nearly 20
years in Fairbanks. He also
painted briefly with Eustace
Ziegler in Chicago. In 1936
he visited Juneau and made
a painting of the Meherin

=

*

Cabin in Auke Bay
showing Coglan Island,
with Mansfield Peninsula
in the distance.
Joe
Meherin was a prominent
local businessman who
was
integral in the
construction of the
Baranof Hotel; it is likely
this was his cabin.
La mbe rt li ve d a n
exciting, but dark life. By
several accounts he was
restless and moody. Art
historian and curator,
Kessler
Woodward
described his brushwork
like his life, “restless,
searching, abrupt and
strong.” His final end is
unknown; he disappeared
from a cabin in the
Levelock
area
of
southwest Alaska in 1960.

*
The chance to acquire a
work by this artist,
depicting a local scene is
r e a l l y t he pe r f e c t
opportunity for this
Museum! It is a local
scene by an important
artist. This painting will
add exciting depth to our
fine art collection.
We would like to thank
Mike Blackwell, Jay and
Judy Crondahl, the estate
of
Harold
O.
Fossum, the Friends of
the Juneau-Douglas CityMuseum, Jean E.
Kline, Ross Soboleff and
Jane Lindsey, who helped
make this acquisition
possible.
We look
forward to hanging it in
the gallery for all to see.

;
More Work in Collections through Grant-in-Aid 2012
In our ever evolving efforts to improve collections storage we will be
launching a new collections project this new year. Funding through an Alaska
State Museum Grant-in Aid has enabled us to begin a two part collections
storage improvement project. During the first phase we will install new, large
object storage racks along the south wall in the compactor storage unit. This
will be a lot safer than the racks we have their now and give us nearly double
the amount of storage space in that area. It will necessitate temporary
relocation of some large objects, so there will be a time period in which the
basement will be in transition.
During the second phase of the project we will be fielding a new
environmental monitoring system. We are replacing the old Hobo Shuttle dataloggers with new Preservation Environment Monitors and new software designed by the Image Permanence Institute. This new software will give us
access to a wider array of tools to track collection decay. The system will The new environmental monitoring system
and software designed by the Image
allow us to better analyze the museum environment and determine which Permanence Institute.
objects are at risk in different parts of the Museum due to factors such as
temperature and relative humidity. As we continue to look for ways to fund a new Heating, Ventilation, Air
Conditioning (HVAC) system for the facility, we believe this new environmental monitoring system will help to provide
the statistical data that shows just how much we need an integrated heating and ventilation system.
Addison Field
Curator of Collections & Exhibits
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Renee Guerin sings “Home is Where My
Heart is”, Gift of Walter Kleweno
1898 AK Chamber Membership
Gift of Sandra Massin
Historical Ephemera
From the Amos Alter Collection
Shaft Bar
Gift of John Shedd
Historical Ephemera
Gift of Roberta Stell
AK Miner’s Association Sticker
Gift of Addison Field
Historical Collection
Gift of Renee Guerin

25th Anniversary AK Brewery Bottle
Gift of Alysia & Scott Jones
25th Anniversary AK Brewery Glass
Gift of Addison Field
Messerschmidt Bakery Material
Gift of Roberta Spartz
1964 Visitors Guide & Photographs
Gift of Bruce Campbell
Winter & Pond Photo of Sheldon &
McKanna
Gift of Karleen Grummett
Photo of Teenage Voters
Gift of Jim Geraghty

Photo credits: Above:
Historical Collection,
Gift of Renee Guerin, JDCM
2011.29.
At Left: 25 Anniversary AK
Brewery Bottle,
Gift of Alysia & Scott Jones,
JDCM2011.17 and
25 Anniversary AK Brewery
Glass, Gift of Addison Field,
JDCM2011.18.

Photo credits: Above: Photograph of the
shaft bar in use, taken from The
Denver Rock Drill Manufacturing Co.
At Left: Shaft Bar, Gift of John Shedd, JDCM2011.26.
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