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It is time to start creating your submission to the City Museumõs 
annual 12x12 Community Art exhibit. This yearõs exhibit title is 
H2O Color. The theme is open-ended and could include 
watercolor paintings with any theme or works in any medium 
that show your interpretation of òwateró ð rain, snow, and ice; 
bodies of water or landscapes; marine life; a molecular or 
scientific look at water; water bottles and recycling, and so forth 
and so on.  You are limited only by the extent of your 
imagination and your inspiration! 

All entries must measure 12ó x 12ó (x 12ó for three dimensional 
works) including the framing. Submission will be accepted at the Museum starting Tuesday, February 24,  
through Saturday, February 28th, 2015 between 10am and 4pm. The entry fee is $12.12 per piece 
(including tax) and the exhibit is open to artists of all ages.  

H2O Color will open with a First Friday reception on March 6, 2015 and run through April 18, 2015. 
Call us at 586-3572 for more information, or visit us or our website (www.juneau.org/museum  - look 
for the òExhibit Opportunitiesó page) to obtain a submission form. 

O RDINARY  T HINGS  / EXTRAORDINARY  T ALES:  JAN  2 -FEB 28  

In an essay titled òLooking at Artifacts, Thinking About 
Historyó (found at objectofhistory.org/guide) authors Steven 
Lubar and Kathleen Kendrick state, òCurators make it their 
mission to discover and tell . . . stories, to put objects back into 
history.ó They suggest that there are five ways to think about 
artifacts which, as it turns out, perfectly capture the points of 
view of the twelve guest curators who were invited to select an 
object from the Museumõs collection, looking through the lens 
of their professional life, and to write a personalized label to 
accompany the historical information about their selection for 
the exhibit Ordinary Things / Extraordinary Tales, on display 
throughout the months of January and February at the City 
Museum. 

òArtifacts tell their own storiesó as Ferry Captain Wayne Carnes 
illustrates in the label describing the dream life of navigators of 
the Inside Passage that accompanies his selection of a marine 

compass.  òArtifacts connect peopleó is 
clearly on display via the Jensen-Peterson 

familiesõ table and chairs selected by CBJ Accounts Payable 
Supervisor Sherry Patterson who had almost the same set in her 
childhood home.  Dr. Emily Kaneõs poetic musing about the 
many uses of a tin of boric acid demonstrates that òartifacts 
mean many thingsó while Physical Therapist Patrick Rippõs 
word portrait of the hands that made the spruce root basket he 
selected shows how òartifacts capture momentsó.  Finally, Nurse 
Keith Goeringõs selection of a head used in the study of the 
pseudoscience of phrenology and Miner Jerry Harmonõs 
prideful story of a powder punch both show that òartifacts 
reflect changesó while at the same time reflect how things, and 
people, can also remain the same throughout time.   

The curators mentioned above are joined by Chemist Michelle 
Bonnet Hale, Mechanic Larry Blatnick, Editor Genevieve Gagne
-Hawes, Massage Therapist Melchi Nelson, Geological Engineer 
Mike Blackwell and Writer Jim Hale in the creation of the 
exhibit, which you may want to visit and savor more than once.   

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

Wrench selected by Larry Blatnick JDCM81.13.020  

11TH  A NNUAL  12X 12 COMMUNITY  A RT  EXHIBIT  

http://www.juneau.org/library/museum/exhibits_opportunities.php
http://objectofhistory.org/guide/
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Above:  Winter Afternoon, Juneau, Alaska by Sue Kraft, 
JDCM 2002.46.001.  Museum Purchase.  

In Our Galleries:  TOE-tally Juneau & Downtown Sights 
TOE-tally Juneau: Cartoon Selections from the City Museumõs Collection includes 14 cartoons and 4 illustrated stories by Tony Newman, 
whose cartoons have appeared regularly in local newspapers and the Juneau Empire since 1995.   

Downtown Sights: Paintings from our Permanent Collection features eight works of art by five local artists: Phyllice Bradner, Barbara 
Craver, Jay Crondahl, Sue Kraft and Alan Munro. Each painting is accompanied by a quote from the artist as well as some 
historical information about the Juneau building or area seen in the painting.  

Both these exhibits run through April 18, 2015.  

In summer 2015 the City Museum will have an exhibit on six Juneau photographers ð George 
Landerkin, Lloyd Winter, Percy Pond, Fred Ordway, Amy Lou Barney, and Joseph Alexander. 
Photography and photographers have a long and on-going history in Juneau. The beauty of our 
surroundings and the interesting people that call Juneau home have provided an array of subjects for 
local photographers, amateurs and professionals alike. This exhibit is exciting for us because we get to 
highlight two recent acquisitions: the Joseph Alexander negative collections (2013.10 transferred from 
the ASHL and 2013.11 donated by Susan Derrera) and Winter & Pondõs Kodak Century Camera 
(2014.17 donated from the collection of William W. Jorgenson). Curator Jodi DeBruyne is working 
on collecting information on the lives of these individuals as well as information on their businesses. 
She is also searching for photographs of the photographers themselves, particularly George Landerkin 
and Fred Ordway. If you have any information, photographs, or would like to be of assistance, please 
contact Jodi at 586-0965 or Jodi.debruyne@juneau.org.  

Kodak Century Studio Camera on a Kodak Semi-Centennial 
Stand, used by Winter & Pond. JDCM 2014.17.001 

The partnership between the Museum and the City Public Libraries 
allowed our 2014 summer intern, Mark Kavanaugh, to curate his first 
exhibit. He measured the space, designed a layout, chose objects, wrote 
the exhibit text, fabricated object labels, and installed everything ð all 
within two months and while working on various other projects. The 
final product is an exhibit entitled The Alaska Native Brotherhood & 
Sisterhood: A Dynamic History which discusses the evolution of the ANB 
and ANS organization since their founding in the early twentieth 
century. The exhibit is on display in the entry of the Douglas Library 
until March 2015. The exhibit is the first in a planned schedule to rotate 
museum exhibits at the Library every eight months. 

At the Douglas Library:  The Alaska Native Brotherhood & Sisterhood:  A Dynamic History 

Native Sisterhood, Douglas, Alaska, November 19, 1921. JDCM EDU.0061.   

Coming in May:  Behind the Lens:  The Lives of 6 Juneau Photographers 
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JUNEAU  H ISTORY  GRANT  
The dark of winter is the perfect time to give thought to and make plans for 
historical research on a Juneau topic as well as to consider submitting an 
application to the Museum for a Juneau History Grant to support your project.  
Fortunately, there is help and inspiration on the way, via two upcoming Coffee 
& Collections programs related to historical research and the grant process. 

On Saturday, February 21st, Mark Whitman, Jim Geraghty and Sandy 
Harbanuk, all knowledgeable and passionate researchers of Juneau history, will 
sit together on a panel weõre informally calling òHistorical Research for 
Dummiesó.  Whether you just want to find photos of your 100 year old house, 
need to do a research paper for school or have a more ambitious exploration in 
mind, these folks can help steer you in interesting and, hopefully, fruitful 
directions as well as instruct about protocols for things like photo attribution.  
March then brings a Coffee & Collections program from members of the 
Juneau Retired Teachers Association, recipients of a 2013 Juneau History 
Grant, who will share stories from their book Juneau Teacher Tales, 1930õs-
1950õs and will talk about their process of gathering the information, 
photographs and archival materials used to produce the publication.  

The Juneau History Grantõs mission is to support and encourage research, 
learning, dissemination, recording and archiving of all types of information 
pertaining to the history of the City and Borough of Juneau.  The funds are 
made possible by an endowment from the Juneau Centennial Committee and 
the grant is administered by the Museum along with an advisory committee 
comprised of community members with particular interest and/or expertise in 
Juneau history projects and research.  

Each year students, teachers, organizations and individuals of all ages are 
encouraged to apply for funding to assist them in the completion of a project which will further the community's knowledge of 
Juneau history. Examples of projects include: live performances, public presentations, recordings or videotapes, publications or 
digital files. 

For more information about the Juneau History Grant visit www.juneau.org/library/museum/grant.php. 

Juneau Teacher Tales was compiled by the Juneau Retired 
Teachers Association, recipients of a 2013 Juneau History 
Grant to support their project of updating the content and 
design of this publication, originally produced in 1993.  
Copies of this book and other JHG publications are 
available for sale in the Museum Shop. 

V OLUNTEERS  M AKE  I T  H APPEN  
The City Museum had a very successful 2014, with 16,123 visitors (walk-ins as well as 
attendees at public programs). But it wasnõt just great for visitor numbers, we also 
saw a great deal of success in our gift shop, with an increase of about $3,000 in sales 
from 2013. One of the reasons for our successful achievements is the dedication of 
our solid group of volunteers. Twenty-seven people committed a total of 2,603 
volunteer hours to the Museum in 2014. That equates to more than one additional full
-time employee!  With the Museumõs small operating budget that òextra personó is 
crucial for us. We simply would not be able to remain open for all the hours we are, 
and get the work done that is necessary to the running of a museum if it werenõt for 
our cadre of volunteers. The staff at the City Museum would like to thank each and 
every one of these dedicated individuals for all their time and energy.  

We are always looking for new folk to join our team and there are a variety of ways to 
contribute time, energy and/or expertise. If you are interested in volunteering with 
us, find more information at: www.juneau.org/library/museum/volunteers.php or 
call the Administrative Assistant at 586-0967. 

Volunteers enjoy the annual Holiday Luncheon.  Above:  Barbara & Wilma.  Below:  Dan, Bev & Val. 

http://www.juneau.org/library/museum/grant.php
http://www.juneau.org/library/museum/volunteers.php

